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Pas de deux tranquille 4:38
Monsieur Satie 5:52
Viennese Marketplace 1:50
Himmelblau 3:49
Let My Children Waltz 3:26
Lullaby for Moli 4:43
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(F)all Blues 4:57
Mildred, Bim & Mohamed 7:05
Mein! Yours? 5:36
Is the Moon Still Blue? 5:03
Hymn to Health 5:53

Christian Muthspiel – trombone, piano, comp.
Steve Swallow – bass

CHRISTIAN MUTHSPIEL & STEVE SWALLOW

SIMPLE SONGS
SIMPLE SONGS is the title of Christian Muthspiel’s latest
album, which was recorded in 2013 in duo with Steve
Swallow and which is scheduled to be released on 12
September 2014 on the IN+OUT Records label.
Aside from Werner Pirchner‘s „Himmelblau“, the
eleven duos which Christian Muthspiel composed
especially for this CD form a cycle of duets in the
mood set by the first track, „Pas de deux tranquille“.
Muthspiel is featured on trombone, piano, e-piano, toy
piano and once even on the recorder, alongside Steve
Swallow, whose distinctive sound on the bass guitar is
perfectly suited for this project.
Overdubs, loops and other electronic effects were
intentionally avoided in order to focus on the pure
quality of the playing. The underlying principle for
all of the compostions on this album was to keep it
simple, both in terms of composition and sound; to
seek refinement in simplicity and to follow the natural,
consistent development of one small musical cell per
song. The progression of keys, modes and tempos from
one piece to another also played an important role.
Leaf notes on SIMPLE SONGS by Christoph Ransmayr
are included in the album. Christian Muthspiel
produced the artwork for the CD cover and booklet
using a special Hinterglastechnik, done with wood
ash and white acrylic paint behind glass. Through the

combination of text and image, this series of Muthspiel
paintings entitled „Pas de deux“ rounds out this
important recording project which Muthspiel managed
to achieve in the past year, step by step, song by song,
finding his way back to composing and playing music
after a pause of several months due to a condition
which caused a serious loss of hearing.
From 17 September to 4 October, shortly after
the scheduled release of SIMPLE SONGS, Christian
Muthspiel and Steve Swallow will team up with
Matthieu Michel from Switzerland and Franck Tortiller
from France, and go on tour once again as the band
Christian Muthspiel 4 with their program „Seaven
Teares – A Tribute to John Dowland“, giving a total of
16 concerts in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.
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Reutlingen (D) - World of Basses
Leipzig (D) - Leipziger Jazztage
Regensburg (D) - Leerer Beutel
Donaueschingen (D) - Donauhallen
Wien (A) - Porgy & Bess
Wels (A) - Alter Schlachthof
Graz (A) - Stockwerk
St. Pölten (A) - Bühne im Hof
Innsbruck (A) - Treibhaus
Köln (D) - Altes Pfandhaus
Münster (D) - Friedenskapelle
Basel (CH) - Bird’s Eye
Basel (CH) - Bird’s Eye
Oberndorf/Neckar (D) - Klosterkirche
Stuttgart (D) - Blix
Mürzzuschlag (A) - kunsthaus muerz

www.christianmuthspiel.com

www.inandout-records.com

